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woven. I had expected to find every house in Dindigul with a
spinning-wheel. But I find only much noise and enthusiasm
here ... If we want swaraj or the release of Ali Brothers and
their comrades, our enthusiasm should be developed in the proper
channel. You have only three hundred spinning-wheels in Dindi-
gul; you have a population of thirty thousand of whom ten thousand
are Mohammedans and twenty thousand are Hindus. Counting
five to a family on an average, you should have at least 6,000
families here with 6,000 spinning-wheels running from day to day.
There is no swaraj without swadeshi. Swadeshi means not only
the production of our country's needs, but also getting redress
for the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs in a non-violent way. I
understand that you are divided into petty factions. There is cer-
tainly no swaraj if everyone wanted to mind his own business
nor if Hindus wanted to observe their superiority or segregate the
Panchamas.
Throughout my travel in this Presidency nothing had oppressed
me so much as the untouchability. I claim to be a sanatani Hindu
with a due sense of my responsibility to my religion. I venture
to say that there is no warrant in Hindu Shastras for untouchability.
Unless, therefore, we are prepared to give up treating human
beings as less than dogs, we have no right to swaraj. I have
given you all the conditions necessary for the attainment of swaraj
and redress for the Punjab and Khilafat grievances. If the Muslims
love their Khilafat as much as their lives, if the Muslims and their
Hindu brethren love Ali Brothers and if the Hindus and the Muslims
want swaraj they should all take to spinning and weaving. Let
Hindus and Muslims treat one another as their blood-brothers and
whilst each remains firm in his faith, each must sacrifice for the
other, that we should all be non-violent in spite of the gravest
provocation that we might receive, that Hindus should put an
end to untouchability and embrace their Panchama brethren. I
don't want you to eat and drink with them or have inter-mar-
riages. But your Hinduism demands you to give an equal right
to all human beings. I want you to give the Panchama the same
right which any human being has a right to ask of you and
which you claim from all the rest. These conditions being fulfilled,
I have not a shadow of doubt that we will have swaraj within this
year. May God help us in our attempts.
The Hindu, 26-9-1921